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SUBJ: PQ TO HAVE FIRST CABINET CHANGES 

1. PRIME MINISTER LEVESQUE’S OEFICE YESTERDAY LEAKED TO PRESS THE NE 
WS 

THAT FIRST CABINET CHANGES IN GOQ SINCE PQ CAME TO POWER WILL BE 
ANNOUNCED BY PMAFTER REGULAR CABINET MEETING JULY 7. 

TWO NEW MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT WILL 

BE MARC JOHNSON AND JOCELYNE OUELLETTE. JOHNSON WILL TAKE 
OVER THE MINISTRY OE LABOR FROM JACQUES COUTURE WHO WILL 
RETAIN RELATIVELY UNIMPORTANT IMMIGRATION PORTFOLIO. 

OUELETTE WILL ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR PUBLIC WORKS FROM 
LUCIEN LESSARD, WHO WILL RETAIN RESPONSIBILITY FOR MINISTRY OF 
TRANSPORT WITH ITS PRICKLY PROBLEMS. 

2. COMMENT: COUTURE'S LOSS OF LABOR MINISTRY HAS BEEN EXPECTED 
FOR SOME TIME. A GENTLE, INEFFECTIVE SOUL, COUTURE HAS 

NOT RPT NOT BEEN ABLE TO ASSERT HIS AUTHORITY OVER TOUGH 
TRADE UNIONISTS OR TO ESTABLISH A POSITION OF RESPECT WITH 
EMPLOYERS. MOREOVER, HE HAS BEEN BUMBLING WHEN FACING OPPOSI- 
TION CRITICS IN THE ASSEMBLY. JOHNSON, WHOSE STAR HAS BEEN 
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RISING SINCE HE LED A SUCCESSFUL FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN FOR THE PQ, 

IS THOUGHT TO HAVE A HAPPIER COMBINATION OF CHARM, INTELLECT, 

AND TOUGHNESS. 

3. OUELLETTE'S ASSUMPTION OF THE PULIC WORKS PORTFOLIO WILL 
ALLOW LESSARD, WHO WAS WEAK PERFORMER DURING RECENT TRUCKER'S 
DEMONSTRATIONS, TO DEVOTE FULL TIME TO LARGE, PROBLEM-PRONE 
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TRANSPORT MINISTRY. OUELLETTE EARNED HER REPUTATION AS A HARD, 

EEEECTIVE CAMPAIGNER BY WINNING THE HULL SEAT WHICH HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN ASSUMED TO BE ONE OF THE SAFEST LIBERAL SEATS IN THE PROVINCE. 

SHE WAS A MEMBER OF THE LAST PQ EXECUTIVE COUNCIL AND IS MORE CLOSELY 
ALIGNED WITH MODERATE PARTY LEADERSHIP THAN THE ONLY OTHER 
WOMAN IN THE CABINET, LISE PAQUETTE. PRESENCE OF BOTH lOHNSON AND 
OUELLETTE IN CABINET WILL SWELL NUMBERS OF MODERATE FACTION WHICH 
IS ALREADY DOMINANT IN THE GOQ. 

MCNAMARA 
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